
[image: image1.jpg]Strong-Porter House (c. 1730)



[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image9.png]


                







[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]a2 E



[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.jpg]Brick Sclool (c. 1825)






With her husband, Archibald, Mrs. McCrea increased the number of bedrooms to seven, built out two wings and furnished the house, which architectural historians say has some of the most magnificent paneling in the country, with Colonial Revival furniture from the late 1920s and 1930s. The paneling, along with the grand staircase — which still bears dents in the banister reportedly made by a British general who rode his horse up the staircase one evening, slashing at the banister with his saber — will be protected.

In the future, Mr. Campbell said the foundation’s emphasis would be on “citizenship,” with electronic field trips, DVDs and other interactive teaching aids featuring actors.

On a recent December afternoon, hundreds of visitors gathered on Duke of Gloucester Street to watch “Revolutionary City,” a two-hour war re-enactment that officials said helped bolster visitation at Williamsburg, which was up 6 percent this year but was still far below its peak.

During the show, actors dressed as slaves argued about whether a British promise to free them was genuine. A young woman begged an innkeeper for food, replicating the bleak years of the American Revolution, when colonists were starving.

In words to warm the heart of any docent, Kyle Calhoun, 9, said that “Revolutionary City” was exciting and that he would tell all his friends about it.

“There’s a story, you get into it, and they explain it to you,” Kyle said. But 14-year-old Harry Scannell called it “Desperate Housewives on the Street.” “Revolutionary City,” he told his parents, was just “too much drama.”



__________________

















Save these Dates!





June 17, 2007 Sundae on a Sunday 


Brick School, Father’s Day. $1 Sundays Fathers free!





May 19th thru Oct 7, 2007 Strong Porter Museum  �Open 1st and 3rd weekends 1pm to 4pm�Donations Welcomed��May 20 thru Oct 7, 2007 Brick School House Museum open 1st and 3rd Sundays 1pm to 4pm 


Donations Welcomed�


Saturday July 14, 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter.





October 20, 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop.
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This Month’s Famous Coventry Person From the Past





 George Barnard (c.1819-1902) 





More info on the Civil War Photographer from Bill Ayer a Coventry Historical Society member.








I found some research I did on George Barnard. Got most of the info at the Town Hall and from a relative of Barnard. There is a record of the baptism of George N. Barnard at the Second Congregational Church. He was born Dec. 23,1819. His parents Norman and Grace Badger Barnard also lost a Child at birth in 1804 and there is a Stone Marker at the Grant Hill Cemetery, Strong Cemetery at that time in History. Joseph and Norman Barnard, father and grandfather lived in Northern Section of Coventry on roads called North River and Broadway. They owned and operated Barnards Mill, which is mentioned in many deeds. It was a grist mill at first and later a sawmill and spool factory. In 1803 Norman and Grace Barnard, George's parents bought land adjoining the Mills and built a house and barn on the property. They bought it from a Joseph Barnard who may have been an older brother. Not sure. It is in Volume 10 page 524 of the town land records. All this property and mill were on the Skunkamaug River and remnants of the mills can still be seen across from Armand Affricano home.





The last land transaction was 1825 for Norman Barnard, George's father who died close to this time when George was 6 yrs old. In 1844 Rev. Root wrote a record of the homes in the Northern Society and that is where most of this info is. There is a record of a Joseph Barnard Born 1854 in Coventry who fought in the Revolution, and also of his father Dan Barnard born 1730 in Coventry. I am sure all one family. Upon the Death of his Father at age 6 George Barnard and his family moved and lived in many places including Tennessee. How he became such a famous photographer is a mystery, but a great book about him entitled, George N. Barnard, Photographer of Sherman's Campaign, written by Keith F. Davis, pub. by Hallmark Cards offers a lot of theories. It is a giant book with a ton of information on George. He certainly is Coventry's 2nd most famous man. Actually first when you count accomplishments.  A relative of his, great, great, great granddaughter visited his gravesite. He is buried in the Gilbert Family Cemetery, a very old and run down place in Cedarville, New York. Onondaga County. The Onondaga Historical Society placed a Stone there several years ago. On the stone is George N. Barnard, 1819-1902, Pioneer in Photography. There even was a newspaper article in the newspaper there about the event.





 Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.abebooks.com" �www.abebooks.com� and type in author George N. Barnard and you will find many books containing his photos of the Civil War. I think he did many Stereoscopic slides also. As the state historian said a memorial marker in Coventry somewhere would be great. His relative was � HYPERLINK "mailto:carolbennett@worldnet.att.net" �carolbennett@worldnet.att.net� when I was researching him. Bob Berthelson was also a big at � HYPERLINK "mailto:RBimages@aol.com" �RBimages@aol.com�  . I don't know if these addresses are still working. I hope this article will peak interest in George. It was a lot of fun finding out about him. 





Bill Ayer





























Homes Sell, and History Goes Private





From an Article posted on the REVLIST Yahoo Group Re-posted here as an FYI for the readers of the Sign Post. It pertains to the preservation of historical buildings in the 21st Century





December 31, 2006





By TRACIE ROZHON


WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — (Part two continued from last month’s issue of the Sign Post) 





Historic New England, formerly the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, has a Web site featuring four houses for sale to individuals. Carl R. Nold, the group’s president, said large preservation organizations like his and the National Trust for Historic Preservation no longer accepted gifts of houses unless they came with a substantial endowment to maintain the buildings and grounds.





Some of the same issues are swirling in the greater Philadelphia area, which has 300 house museums, many of them struggling. Barbara Silberman, who founded the Heritage Philadelphia program and is a senior adviser there, called the national lack of tourism and the disrepair of buildings “a looming preservation crisis.”





Ms. Silberman, like Richard Moe, president of the National Trust, said returning some historic structures to private hands was a sensible alternative, as long as they were protected by easements that would ensure their preservation.





Mr. Horne pointed to a generational shift in the preservation movement, “which was once fueled by passion among people who really cared about the buildings,” he said. At the time, he continued, they thought turning them into house museums was the only way to save them.





Despite the arguments for privatization, there is anger at Williamsburg’s decision, announced Dec. 8. Many preservationists fear that selling Carter’s Grove will set a precedent, especially because the National Trust has signed off on the sale.





The sale has “terrible ramifications for all of us in the industry,” said Raymond Armater, the executive director of Locust Grove, where in a rare success story admissions actually rose this year.





“The National Trust is seen as a leader,” Mr. Armater said, “and now they’re linked together with Williamsburg on writing the book on how house museums can be decommissioned.”





Francis R. Kowsky, a professor of art history at the State University at Buffalo, said he feared that the Carter’s Grove sale might have “a chilling effect on potential donors.”





“A house museum is like a public trust, dedicated not only to preserving the house but to interpreting its history,” said Mr. Kowsky, the author of “Country, Park and City: The Architecture and Life of Calvert Vaux.” In selling Carter’s Grove, he said, “we are losing an educational asset.”





Others suggested that the sale could have a deadening effect on designations by municipal landmarking agencies, which some critics say have already given developers too much sway.





At Williamsburg, the issue is not just money. Although this year the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation will have an operating deficit of about $36 million, it has a deep cushion: a $750 million endowment. Mr. Campbell, who was president of Wesleyan University and served as president of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund until 2000, said the money from Carter’s Grove would go toward building a wing at the Museums of Colonial Williamsburg, estimated at $20 million.





Williamsburg is also polishing the doorknobs on an elaborate hotel and conference center and raising the barn beams on a recreated 18th-century farm. Mr. Campbell said Williamsburg’s focus had changed since 1964, when his foundation accepted the plantation as a gift from the Rockefellers’ Sealantic Fund, after the death of the last owner, Mollie McCrea. 





(Continued on page two)
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Coventry Historical Society (Bob Visny) hayride wagon at the Farmer’s Market 2006
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The Sprague House


(is still for sale)
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South Street 1983


Now site of Coventry Pizza
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Coventry Historical Society


P. O. Box 534


Coventry, CT 06238





�





Mark Your Calendars!





June 17, 2007 Sundae on a Sunday 


Brick School, $1 Sundays Fathers free!





May 19th thru Oct 7, 2007 Strong- Porter Museum �Open 1st and 3rd weekends 1pm to 4pm�Donations Welcomed��May 20 thru Oct 7, 2007 Brick School House Museum open 1st and 3rd Sundays 1pm to 4pm 


Donations Welcomed





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter.





October 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop.





 





Executive Board Meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. Please call for location.





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and 


Contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�
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Executive Board


 President 	Melody Oldham	742-9041


 Vice-President	Susan Way	742-5271


 Secretary	Patricia Natusch	742-7474


 Treasurer	Leigh Wajda	742-6273


 Archivist/Curator	Bill Wajda	742-6273


	





Members at Large


 Ginney Dilk	742-9656


 Roberlie Lachance	742-1012


 Jim Murphy	742-3054       


 Bob Visny	742-8354


 Bunny Wilmot	742-1419


 














Wanted:  Articles for Publication in THE SIGN POST.





Send or email your article to the Society.  Please include complete citations of information in your article, including the Name of the book, author, place and date of publication. Without a citation, we cannot print your article. Must be received by a board member by the 2nd Thursday of the month. Articles in Word or PDF form send to:                                                                           


Sign Post Editor Jim Murphy � HYPERLINK "mailto:murf1776@charter.net" ��murf1776@charter.net�              


























Coventry Historical Society

















P. O. Box 534


Coventry, Connecticut 06238





Phone:


860.742.9025





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�




















