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Most all were cultivated by local farmers using seeds from Massachusetts and Rhode Island farms whose seeds originated in England in the 1600’s.
Apple cider provided the most prevalent source of liquid refreshment for more than 100 years.
During the Revolutionary War, Coventry farms provided food and blankets to soldiers and provisioned the army with large amounts of hogs and cider. Jeremiah Ripley (Ripley Hill Road) was a provisioning agent for the army. Cider was not the sweet cider of nowadays, but a fermented alcoholic beverage.

By the 1780’s the soil was nearly exhausted, as crop rotation and fertilization were not used extensively. Farmers, particularly the younger ones, began migrating first to upper New England and then to the Midwest where land was inexpensive and more fertile.  The remaining farmers began to concentrate more on a livestock based (meat and dairy) enterprise rather than crop based, and learned to employ crop rotation and the use of fertilizers.

Thomas Porter's (South Street) account book from 1787-1812 provides a glimpse of the activity on a typical large farm. Wood, vinegar, turnips, potatoes, pork, veal, cheese, butter, tallow, apples, quinces, corn, oats, hay, rye, beans, and a variety of cloth including shirting, white linen, and silk are indicated in the account book. Often rented were oxen and horses; labors included dressing flax and cradling rye. Thomas bought rum, tea, and earthenware. Hired by Thomas, possibly for textile production, were two women, who apparently labored in exchange for cash, snuff, shoes, rum, and other items.

Noah Porter’s will of 1790 indicates his holding at his death were: 100 acres near the meeting house with grist and saw mills and houses with a one-acre vegetable garden. The land was a rough triangle shape between Stonehouse Road, sweeping across Main Street to the lake with its eastern terminus about where Mason Street is today. The land not holding the dwellings and mills on the brook was designated as a wood lot.

(Part two will be in next month’s edition of the Sign Post)
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Save these Dates!





June 17, 2007 Sundae on a Sunday 


Brick School, Father’s Day. $1 Sundays Fathers free!





May 19th thru Oct 7, 2007 Strong-Porter Museum  �Open 1st and 3rd weekends 1pm to 4pm�Donations Welcomed��May 20 thru Oct 7, 2007 Brick School House Museum open 1st and 3rd Sundays 1pm to 4pm 


Donations Welcomed�


Saturday July 14, 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter. Contact a board member and volunteer to help with this event.





October 20, 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop. Volunteers welcome.
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This Month’s Famous Coventry Person From the Past





Benoni Irwin (1840 – August 26, 1896) was an American portraitist who drowned in Coventry Lake. 





Irwin, a Yonkers, New York resident, had a summer home on the shore of Coventry Lake. On the evening of August 26, 1896, Irwin lost his balance and fell from a boat while trying to adjust the focus on his camera. He had been taking photographs of the lake at sunset. His head hit the edge of the boat as he fell, knocking him unconscious. His body was immediately recovered. He is buried in Nathan Hale Cemetery with his wife, Adela, and daughter, Edith. 





A pupil of the National Academy of Design in New York City, he trained in Paris with the famous French portraitist Emile Auguste Carolus-Duran (1838 – 1917). His work was shown in the Exposition Universelle at Paris in 1889, and the Chicago World's Fair in 1893. Irwin had studios in San Francisco, New York, and Baltimore.





Benoni Burdeau Irwin was born in 1840 in Newmarket, Ontario, Canada to Jared Irwin (1803 – 1873) and Lydia Kennedy (1807 – 1871) and moved to upstate New York as a child. He was a pupil of the National Academy of Design in New York City from 1861 to 1863 and trained in Paris with the famous French portraitist Emile Auguste Carolus-Duran (1838 – 1917) from 1867 to 1869. He returned to the United States by 1870, where he spent time in Louisville, KY and San Francisco (where he resided for five years) throughout the 1870s and 1880s. In 1873, while in California, Irwin married Adelaide (Adela) Vellejo Curtis (May 29, 1853 – 1932). She was the daughter of Lucian Curtis, a copper plate engraver and farmer, born in Coventry, CT and Celia Carlton Perkins, born in Philadelphia, PA. The Curtis family had come to San Francisco during the California Gold Rush in 1849 and, at one time, lived in the famous Rancho Petaluma Adobe owned by General Mariano Vallejo, a family friend. Irwin and his wife, Adela, had two children, Edith C. (1874 – 1925) and Constance (b. 1885). By the 1880s, Irwin, his wife and daughters were living in Yonkers, NY. They had a second home on the shore of Coventry Lake in Coventry, CT, which the family would visit during the summer. The Irwins were frequent guests of Adela's aunt, Charlotte Curtis Dean, a life long Coventry resident. It was here, in 1896 that Irwin, while taking photographs of the sunset from a round bottom boat, lost his balance and fell into the lake. Postmortem revealed that Irwin had drowned after being knocked unconscious by hitting his head on the edge of the boat as he fell. 


Benoni Irwin is buried with his wife, Adela, and daughter, Edith, in Nathan Hale Cemetery, Coventry, CT.





From an article found in the on line encyclopedia Wikipedia























 


Farming in Coventry  (an article in two parts)


By CHS member Bill Jobbagy





Coventry was settled in the very early 1700’s and incorporated as a town in 1712. Between 1708 and 1731, the town fathers allocated home lots sized between 10 and 100 acres, beginning to the north and east of the lake, continuing at the north and west side of town and finishing in the south and east. By 1731 there were several hundred “home lots” that by necessity were also farms. The first roads were South Street and Cross Street, followed by Main Street and the “Old Connecticut Path” roughly today’s Route 44.





Early residents first settled on what grasslands they found for their cattle and began chopping down trees (for timber and cooking and heating) and removing rocks to plant crops. Oxen were the prevalent work animals. Much of the land in Coventry had been burned frequently by the Indians to provide clear paths for their arrows and to keep down the flies. It was said that when the settlers arrived, an ox cart could be driven over most of the land in Coventry with only saplings to drive through. Residents allocated their property for the following purposes: a small portion for the homestead and barn and vegetable garden, pasture for grazing livestock, grain fields and a wood lot.





Indian corn was the preferred first crop, as the field required no plowing, hoeing or manure. Ashes from cleared land provided some fertilization. One man could plant one acre per day. Within each hill of corn was often planted squash or bean seeds. Squash grew among the corn and beans climbed the stalks. After the first few years, wheat or oats, vegetables, herbs, leeks, melon, gourds, radishes, cabbage, peas and asparagus could be planted. Rye was used to make beer and oats were used for animal feed. Swine and cattle dominated the livestock; little horse breeding was done locally. No fowl were raised, as wild turkey, duck and chickens were plentiful. Sheep were not practical at first due to the prevalence of wolves.





Plow land, meadow and pasture profited the farmer only when fenced to keep animals out of the crops and out of the meadow until harvest or mowing. Animals must be fenced in cleared or semi-cleared pastures. Fencing was chiefly made of rails 12 feet long of chestnut and some ash or oak. When wood became scarce, stone replaced rails (usually topped with a wood fencing). Original stone walls were just the collection of stone moved to the edges of pasture and crop land. The only mechanized assistance available to Coventry residents in the 1700’s were grist, saw and fulling mills powered by water wheels and cider presses powered by water or horses and oxen.





In the 1740’s farms began producing a surplus of goods and commercial farming began in eastern Connecticut.  There was a vast market in the West Indies for livestock, packed meats, flour and cheese. In return farmers received bills of exchange, molasses, sugar and rum. Most of the goods shipped to and from Coventry came through Norwich.





Until the late 1700’s, folks were generally subsistence farmers, consuming pea or bean porridge or broth from boiled salt meat mixed with meal and sometimes hasty pudding (flour or oatmeal in seasoned or sweetened water or milk and quickly cooked) and milk. The common bread was made from Indian cornmeal or rye flour.  Early farmer’s tools included the plow, hoe, pitchfork, shovel and cart or harrow, mostly made of wood though sometimes a blacksmith would plate them with strips of sheet iron.





Early deeds and historical records mention several orchards in the North Society. Ebenezer Stiles and Gad Hunt owned farms of at least 100 acres on Broadway just west of the Skungamaug, which held thriving apple orchards in 1740’s and for some time later. Nathaniel Root’s (Boston Turnpike and North River Road) property contained an orchard in 1809. There were hundreds of acres of apple orchards in town in the 1700’s and 1800’s.





 (Continued on page two)
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Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://home.att.net/~CoventryCT/1706seal.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


October, 1711








      Whereas in sometime past, the owners and proprietors of the greatest part of that tract or parcel of land lying on the east side of Connecticut River, within this Colony, which was given and devised by Joshua, Indian sachem deceased, to sundry gentlemen in Hartford, passed over their right therein unto William Pitkin, Joseph Talcott, William Whiting, and Richard Lord, of Hartford, gentlemen, as a committee to settle a town thereon: And whereas the General Assembly of this Colony, holden at Hartford May 9th, 1706, did also appoint and impower the said William Pitkin, Joseph Talcott, William Whiting, and Richard Lord, to be a committee, with full power to lay out the said town, and also home lots and other divisions of lots as they should see convenient, and to admit inhabitants thereon: And whereas also by mistake, or oversight, the said William Pitkins name was left out of the said act or order of the said Assembly: This Assembly do therefore now order and appoint the said William Pitkin, Joseph Talcott, William Whiting, and Richard Lord, and also Nathaniel Rust, who dwells on the said tract of land, or any three of them, to be a committee with full power to lay out the bounds of the said town and divisions of land therein, and to admit inhabitants thereon, as aforesaid, and also to consult and contrive for the procuring and settling a minister of the gospel in the said town, in the best way and manner, as soon as may be. And it is ordered and enacted by this Assembly, that the said town shall be called and known by the name of Coventry, and that the brandmark for their horses shall be this figure, ***


Source: http://home.att.net/~CoventryCT/1711.html
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The Sprague House


(Is still for sale)
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Coventry Historical Society


P. O. Box 534


Coventry, CT 06238
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Mark Your Calendars!





June 17, 2007 Sundae on a Sunday 


Brick School, $1 Sundays Fathers free!





May 19th thru Oct 7, 2007 Strong- Porter Museum �Open 1st and 3rd weekends 1pm to 4pm�Donations Welcomed��May 20 thru Oct 7, 2007 Brick School House Museum open 1st and 3rd Sundays 1pm to 4pm 


Donations Welcomed





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter.





October 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop.





 





Executive Board Meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. Please call for location.





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and 


Contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�
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Executive Board


 President 	Melody Oldham	742-9041


 Vice-President	Susan Way	742-5271


 Secretary	Patricia Natusch	742-7474


 Treasurer	Leigh Wajda	742-6273


 Archivist/Curator	Bill Wajda	742-6273


	





Members at Large


 Ginney Dilk	742-9656


 Roberlie Lachance	742-1012


 Jim Murphy	742-3054       


 Bob Visny	742-8354


 Bunny Wilmot	742-1419


 














Wanted:  Articles for Publication in THE SIGN POST.





Send or email your article to the Society.  Please include complete citations of information in your article, including the Name of the book, author, place and date of publication. Without a citation, we cannot print your article. Must be received by a board member by the 2nd Thursday of the month. Articles in Word or PDF form send to:                                                                           


Sign Post Editor Jim Murphy � HYPERLINK "mailto:murf1776@charter.net" ��murf1776@charter.net�              
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P. O. Box 534


Coventry, Connecticut 06238
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860.742.9025
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� HYPERLINK "mailto:WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�




















