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Save these Dates!








May 19th thru Oct 7, 2007 Strong-Porter Museum �Open 1st and 3rd weekends 1pm to 4pm�Donations Welcomed��May 20 thru Oct 7, 2007 Brick School House Museum open 1st and 3rd Sundays 1pm to 4pm 


Donations Welcomed�


Saturday July 14, 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter. Contact a board member and volunteer to help with this event. See opposite >>>





October 20, 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop. Volunteers welcome.












































During the first mourning, dull black gloves were worn. During the later mourning period, it was proper that the lady could then wear black silk, grenadine or other materials other than crepe. 





Mourning jewelry was quite simple in comparison to the non-mourning jewelry. Victorian mourning jewelry was often made of black onyx and could either be cut, polished and faceted or dull finished. 





Mourning handkerchiefs, usually made of linen, were bordered in black color.  Victorian correspondence cards for mourning were bordered in black. 





It was considered honorable, respectful, and proper that the widow follow this dress code when she was in mourning.





From:  www.acws.net/CompanyDispatch/























Ginney and Gary Dilk and friends marched with the hearse depicting


the four arms of Service.
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This Month’s Famous Coventry Person From the Past





William Augustus Babcock (1843-1895) was born in the family homestead on South Street near Judd Road. His parents were William and Esther (Loomis) Babcock.  Father William was a farmer with thirty acres of land growing primarily Indian corn.  According to his account books, which remain today, he was engaged in the process of making wool “slave” hats in the 1830’s, ‘40’s, and ‘50’s. He was associated with Marvin Curtiss (South Street) who finished and sold hats at the rate of about 700 dozen a year for a time, and Samuel Huntington who operated a hat factory on Parker Bridge Road. William’s contribution was to “plank” the hats, which is to stir and rub them in a solution of hot water to stiffen and strengthen the wool, (the hand work was done on a “plank” adjacent to the tub), and to “form” the hats by steaming and forming them over a wooden blank.





William Augustus received a common school education in Coventry, learned the machinists trade at Taunton, Massachusetts, worked for a time in Springfield, and was a traveling agent for the Morse Twist Drill Company of New Bedford. There is an interesting connection here. Stephen Morse who founded his twist drill company in 1864 was a creative engineer. He holds many patents, some of which apply to elevator mechanisms. Recently an old electric elevator from about 1900 was found in the Kenyon Mill on Armstrong Road. Some of the patents stamped on the machine are attributed to Stephen Morse. 





William married, in 1876, Gertrude Bunker of Brooklyn, New York. Sometime around 1880, William became associated with the Bishop and Babcock Company of Cleveland Ohio. It is not certain if he was an originator of the company or if it was started by another Babcock. In any case he eventually became president and general manager of the firm.  The company produced faucets, pumps and brass goods associated with beer distribution. In the early 1880’s William is credited with a number of patents. Among them were three hydraulic air compressors, a faucet, a valve and an aerator for the aquarium at the Chicago Exposition of 1893. He moved from Coventry to Cleveland in the early 1880’s, but returned to the family homestead in Coventry during the summer. He enjoyed one of his favorite pastimes, fishing, with friends including C.V. Prince of New York (his brother-in-law) and business associates A. Bishop of Cleveland and J. Post. His wife, Gertrude, held lawn parties and raised money for the church. 





In September of 1895, William and a friend left their homes in Cleveland for a tour in the northwest. They hunted in North Dakota and then joined a party of friends for a horseback tour through Yellowstone Park. Mr. Babcock was thrown from a horse and died on the spot. His body was taken to Cleveland for services and then, accompanied by his partner Mr. Bishop, to Coventry for burial. William and his father and mother are interred in Nathan Hale Cemetery.





Following his death, the family home in Coventry descended to his wife Gertrude and his sisters Mary Yeomans of Columbia and Ellen Prince of New York, then eventually solely to Ellen. Ellen’s son, William, sold the home to the Churchills in 1941 who ran the Coventry Day School there until the late 1960’s.  The Bishop and Babcock Company was sold to Honeywell in 1937.








1850 Federal Census of Agriculture and the Federal Census of Industry


The Willimantic Chronicle- August 23, 1882


The Hartford Courant- October 2, 1895


Town land and probate records.























Coventry History In The Making!





Our Newly Restored 19th Century Hearse Rolls in the Memorial Day Parade!





For the first time since the 1920’s!
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“Mariah” the horse with Bill and Yvonne Sagnich drove the hearse in this memorial event in Coventry history.
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Great Grandpa’s Farm and Grandma’s Kitchen


Saturday, July 14, 2007


Strong-Porter Museum





    The sun rose over the distant hill and another day of chores began for the children living in the old red farmhouse.  After a quick visit to the outhouse the girls headed out to collect eggs from the industrious hens, the boys brought potatoes up from the root cellar and filled the wood box, the cows and sheep were fed armloads of summer smelling hay. The cow was milked, her steaming frothy harvest filling a bucket to the rim. Mother had a large kettle over an open fire to heat water and do laundry so everyone had a clean shirt for the church service tomorrow and the lye soap and rope line awaited her. When done the hot rinsed clothes were hung over the line by the girls and left for the sun to dry. The older boys had breakfast and went to the field with father to finish plowing and seeding the corn crop, while the younger boys and grandfather went to the woodlot with a team of oxen to load the wagon with wood cut the previous day.  The girls helped mother prepare the large noon day meal and tend to mending as so many brothers working on the farm left many a patch and mend to be done each week. 


      So went a typical morning on the farms of early America and you can experience the same chores and routines and help your children see how chores became fun and how a family all worked together to survive.  Bring your family to the Strong-Porter House Farm Day on July 14 on South Street in Coventry. If your child loves animals and games, good food and fun this will be a place where it can happen just like it did 100 years ago. The members of Coventry Historical Society and the Cock-A-Doodle-Moo 4-H club will whisk you back in time as you try your hand at chores once deemed everyday, like turning butter.  Bring your camera to capture moments with your family and pose a picture on a tractor to make that next holiday card go country. 


    The 4-H club will have animals to visit and demonstrations of the skills they learn in caring for and maintaining their animals.  Clipping goats, trimming hooves, walking a young calf and working with horses were all common day 100 years ago and still are in the 4-H program.   A hayride and delicious treats will finish off your visit to the Strong-Porter House and the country life.   See the schedule of events for exact times and come prepared to stay awhile, there will be surprises and storytelling to pass the day and as always good company.   





Carolyn Stearns


10:15: Watch Charlotte’s Web video with Orville, the pig.  Cheese demonstration and tasting.


10:30: Make your own butter.  Children’s story time with Shirley Edmondson.


11:00: Horse care demo.  Herb Talk by Carole Miller from Topmost Herb Farm.


11:30: Blacksmith demo. Cheese demonstration and tasting.


12:00: Watch Charlotte’s Web video with Orville, the pig.  “What’s that for” talk on old farm tools.  “Farmer for the Day” winner announced. 


12:30: Carpenter Shop demo.  Churn and taste homemade ice cream.


 1:00:  Make your own butter.  Stories with Carolyn Stearns


 1:30: Cake cutting.


Strong-Porter Museum is located at 2382 South Street, Coventry, just down the road from the Nathan Hale Homestead.  Admission is $20 for a family or $5 per person over the age of 5 years.  Price includes all activities with the exception of Pony Rides.

















Farming in Coventry By CHS member Bill Jobbagy


(Continued from an article started last month in three parts) We apologize for the small space for this article this issue due to a last minute announcement. It will be concluded in next month’s issue.





     Exports from town in 1800 were salted beef and pork, butter, cheese, lard, potatoes, onions, ham, bacon and livestock. Farm products for local consumption included corn, rye, oats, hay, apples (and later peaches) and timber, chiefly chestnut which survived and flourished at that time. From a subsistence standpoint, a family of five needed sixty bushels of grain a year requiring 3-6 acres of land depending upon the yield. 


     Silk making flourished in the area in the early 1800’s and between 1800 and 1834 there were a number of “silk orchards” (mulberry trees), which were a good environment for silkworms. Two notable orchards were Dimmock’s between Main and High Streets and Bacons near Springdale Avenue.


     Up to 1870 about 40% of the land in the area was cleared for farming. By 1860 that percentage reached 70% as a peak and has fallen continuously since then.


As an example of the farms in the early 1800’s, the following are excerpts from the Hartford Courant Archives:  


(To be concluded next month)























Victorian Mourning Rituals





Victorian women wore special apparel when they were in mourning. Victorian widow's mourning would last twelve to eighteen months. During the first six of those months, only wool or crepe dresses were worn.


The widow would remain in seclusion as well. 





The next six months, jewelry of jet and black lace were permitted to be worn and activities of a more serious nature could be resumed at that time. 





For the last six months of the mourning process, the widow would wear half-mourning colors of gray, white, and mauve. Her attendance at most social engagements was socially permitted. 


The mourning dress was made of black crepe (a fabric material with a grained or crinkled surface).


Mourning hats and bonnets were black and usually made of crepe as well.


Sprays of black leaves, black silk wheat, silk roses and buds could be worn on the hat as a simple adornment. Parasols made especially for mourning periods were available to the Victorian woman as well.
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Mark Your Calendars!








May 19th thru Oct 7, 2007 Strong- Porter Museum �Open 1st and 3rd weekends 1pm to 4pm�Donations Welcomed��May 20 thru Oct 7, 2007 Brick School House Museum open 1st and 3rd Sundays 1pm to 4pm 


Donations Welcomed





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter. See article inside.





October 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop.





 





Executive Board Meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. Please call for location.





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and 


Contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�
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Executive Board


 President 	Melody Oldham	742-9041


 Vice-President	Susan Way	742-5271


 Secretary	Patricia Natusch	742-7474


 Treasurer	Leigh Wajda	742-6273


 Archivist/Curator	Bill Wajda	742-6273


	





Members at Large


 Ginney Dilk	742-9656


 Roberlie Lachance	742-1012


 Jim Murphy	742-3054       


 Bob Visny	742-8354


 Bunny Wilmot	742-1419


 














Wanted:  Articles for Publication in THE SIGN POST.





Send or email your article to the Society.  Please include complete citations of information in your article, including the Name of the book, author, place and date of publication. Without a citation, we cannot print your article. Must be received by a board member by the 2nd Thursday of the month. Articles in Word or PDF form send to:                                                                           


Sign Post Editor Jim Murphy � HYPERLINK "mailto:murf1776@charter.net" ��murf1776@charter.net�              
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P. O. Box 534


Coventry, Connecticut 06238
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860.742.9025
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� HYPERLINK "mailto:WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�




















