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Save these Dates!








Saturday, April 28, 2007 Second annual Society trip is to the Lowell National Historic Park, Lowell, Massachusetts. Cancelled





Saturday July 14, 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter.





October 20, 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop.
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“I think you’re going to see a lot of this in the next decade, a lot more of these dispositions,” Mr. Horne, the preservation consultant, said.





Simply put, there may be too many antique houses, with too many similarly furnished living rooms, too few docents left to show them off, and too many families taking advantage of cheaper airfares to show their children places like Versailles, where tourism is increasing.





“Do you know why people aren’t going to most house museums?” asked Alan Neumann, a preservation architect from Rhinecliff, N.Y. “Because they’re boring.”





As a cost-saving measure, Old Sturbridge Village, the recreated settlement in Massachusetts, has closed its four-year-old restaurant— disappointing 50 couples that had scheduled weddings there — and canceled its annual Thanksgiving festivities.





 (To be continued in next month’s issue)








Coventry Places On the National Register of Historic Places


Brigham's Tavern — 12 Boston Tpke. (added April 25, 1982) 


Capron-Phillips House — 1129 Main St. (added May 27, 1882)


Captain Nathan Hale Monument — 120 Lake St. (added February 28, 2002)


Coventry Glass Factory Historic District — US 44 and N. River Rd. (added September 27, 1987)


Elias Sprague House — 2187 South St. (added December 2, 1987) 


Loomis-Pomeroy House — 1747 Boston Tpk. (added May 26, 1994) 


Nathan Hale Homestead — 229 South St. (added November 22, 1970) 


Parker-Hutchinson Farm — Parker Bridge Rd. (added May 29, 1982) 


South Coventry Historic District — Roughly, Main St. and adjacent streets from Armstrong Rd. to Lake St. and Lake from High St. to Main (added June 6, 1991) 


Strong-Porter House — 2382 South St. (added February 15, 1988)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This Month’s Famous Coventry Person From the Past





Amasa Loomis (c.1773-1840) 


Amasa Loomis was a third-generation Coventry, Connecticut, stone carver, and the grandson of Jonathan Loomis. Instead of following the family tradition in style, he adopted the then dominant Manning style in most particulars. His signed stones have round rather than ovoid faces and frequently floral border panels consisting of a narrow vine with three-lobed clovers alternating on either side. One of his finest stones is that for Mary Wheeler (1972) in Andover, fortunately signed. 


In addition to the floral designed stones, there are many stones in the same burying grounds with an undulating snake-like border that have almost identical cherubim to the clover-bordered stones and appear to have been carved by the same hand. Some of his larger stones have a cherub with an elongate slender neck designed somewhat in the fashion of some stones by Rockwell Manning. Despite good craftsmanship, Amasa Loomis, for the most part, showed little originality. He, like John Walden, was one of the last granite carvers in the old tradition and many of his stones were carved after 1800. He is buried in the South Street graveyard, Coventry, beneath an undistinguished white marble slab. Signed stones are the Daniel Field stone (1795 Old Vernon) and the backdated double stone in Lebanon (1742, 1787) for Esther and Mary, two of the wives of Israel Loomis (the brother of Jonathan the carver). Amasa was also paid for the Mary Pierce (1809) stone at Bolton (Quarryville). In the Coventry South Street burying ground can also be seen a number of his urn and willow stones produced as he conformed to the changing style. 


From: Slater, James A. The Colonial Burying Grounds of Eastern Connecticut and the Men Who Made Them. Memoirs of the Connecticut Academy of Arts & Sciences, vol. 21. Hamden, Connecticut: Archon Books, 1987. �*Homer Babbidge Library call number f/Q/11/C85/v.21


























Homes Sell, and History Goes Private





From an Article posted on the REVLIST Yahoo Group Re-posted here as an FYI for the readers of the Sign Post. It pertains to the preservation of historical buildings in the 21st Century





December 31, 2006





By TRACIE ROZHON


WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — The old mahogany furniture is shrouded in white dust covers, and the espaliered gardens overlooking the James River have gone to seed. Colonial Williamsburg is selling Carter’s Grove, an imposing 18th-century Georgian mansion and one of the most renowned plantations in Virginia.





Colin Campbell, Williamsburg’s chairman and president, said he had tried to interest other preservation groups in the property, with no luck. And so the 400-acre riverfront residence, closed because of declining attendance and shifting priorities, will be available for private purchase at a price local agents estimate could be well over $20 million. “Perhaps in January,” Mr. Campbell said. “We don’t want to linger.”





Although it will be protected by easements to prohibit subdivision, there will be no requirement that Carter’s Grove be open to the public.





The sale by Williamsburg, the country’s biggest and most prestigious living history museum, has riveted preservationists’ attention on the plight of hundreds of other house museums across the country that have either closed or are struggling to stay open in the face of dwindling interest, diminished staff and lack of endowment dollars.





Robert E. Lee’s boyhood home in Alexandria, Va., once a “must see” in AAA guidebooks, is back in private hands, its stately magnolias and elegant federal rooms visible only by virtual tour. In Odessa, Del., six important buildings owned by Winterthur, the museum of antiques collected by Henry Francis DuPont, were mothballed for several years and recently “re-gifted” to the family that donated them.





In an escalating debate, some preservation experts argue that the best way to save America’s most precarious houses may be to sell them to those who can afford to restore them, or at least keep them up, as


private residences.





“If you look around the country, this isn’t a problem, it’s the problem,” said Douglas Horne, a preservation consultant who advised Williamsburg on its decision to sell Carter’s Grove.





Between the cost of educational programs, repairs, maintenance and staffing, operating a museum is not cheap. The operation of Locust Grove, an Italianate villa in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., owned by the inventor Samuel Morse, cost about $1.4 million this year, while admission fees generated only about half that.





In Perth Amboy, N.J., the state owns the Proprietary House, built by Benjamin Franklin’s son William, but the paint is peeling, the fireplaces need re-pointing and visitation is falling. Officials are looking for a benefactor to give them $3 million.





Montgomery Place, the early-19th-century country home of the Livingston’s in Annandale, N.Y., was shuttered last year by its owner, Historic Hudson Valley, a group founded by John D. Rockefeller Jr., who also founded Colonial Williamsburg.





Waddell Stillman, the president of the Hudson group, said that he was “just as much a preservationist as anyone” but that he thought, “Any smart board would consider all the alternatives to declining attendance at a house museum,” including selling it back into private hands.


.


At Williamsburg, visitation dropped to 710,000 last year from 1.1 million in 1985, despite two decades of investing millions of dollars to try to make the museum relevant to a younger, more diverse group


of tourists. To lure the public to Carter’s Grove, Williamsburg built slave cabins made of real logs and a cavernous archeological museum, both of which may be demolished after the plantation is sold. (Continued on page 2)
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Jane Covell’s “Button Museum”
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The “Doodle Bug” 1920’s





�











�














Scenes from “Farm Day” 2006





1940’s Chevrolet coupe
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Oliver “Row Crop” Tractor
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Mark Your Calendars!








Saturday, April 28, 2007 Second annual Society trip is to the Lowell National Historic Park, Lowell, Massachusetts. Cancelled





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong- Porter.





October 2007 A Halloween Lantern Tour is being planned. This will be a joint effort by the Lantern Tour committee and Graveside Manor of Coventry. More details as they develop.





 





Executive Board Meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Please call for location.





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and 


Contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�
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Executive Board


 President 	Melody Oldham	742-9041


 Vice-President	Susan Way	742-5271


 Secretary	Patricia Natusch	742-7474


 Treasurer	Leigh Wajda	742-6273


 Archivist/Curator	Bill Wajda	742-6273


	





Members at Large


 Ginney Dilk	742-9656


 Roberlie Lachance	742-1012


 Jim Murphy	742-3054       


 Bob Visny	742-8354


 Bunny Wilmot	742-1419


 














Wanted:  Articles for Publication in THE SIGN POST.





Send or email your article to the Society.  Please include complete citations of information in your article, including the Name of the book, author, place and date of publication. Without a citation, we cannot print your article. Must be received by a Board member by the 2nd Thursday of the month. Articles in Word or PDF form send to:                                                                           


Sign Post Editor Jim Murphy � HYPERLINK "mailto:murf1776@charter.net" ��murf1776@charter.net�              
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P. O. Box 534


Coventry, Connecticut 06238





Phone:


860.742.9025





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�




















