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[image: ]                                The Old Center of Coventry
 There is a lovely quiet neighborhood that happens to be at the South end of Coventry Lake, Lake Wangumbaug, and so it includes Patriots Park and the Town Green where we honor the men and women who have served in the military from this town for more than 300 years.  Nearby is the Nathan Hale Cemetery.  It’s a peaceful place that lends itself to reflection.  Most Coventry residents probably don’t realize this once was the busy center of town.  Coventry’s first church was built on what today is High St. in 1715. The first parsonage, the home of the Rev. Joseph and Esther Meacham stood on what today we call the Monument Green.  The first school was built nearby, and the first Gristmill in town was built near the outlet of the Mill Brook from the Lake.  Many of the first settlers in town built their houses around this Green.  One of those families was the Rose family and the house at the top of the Green served as the Rose Tavern and Store for many years.  Most of the buildings mentioned can be seen in the 1880 Birdseye map of Coventry above along with the Methodist Church that was built near the entrance to Patriots Park perhaps in 1839, and later used by the Catholic Church.
    Fanny Rose Bennett was born here in 1859 the daughter of Richard H. and Sarah Manning Rose and she lived in this part of town for most, if not all of her life.  We believe that near the end of her life she asked that the family Archive of documents, letters and Account Books be put in the hands of an organization that would preserve and share them.  The 1st Coventry Historical Society was chartered and organized in 1945.  This group did not survive long, perhaps because of the declining health of its founding members and officers.  Boxes of Archival materials collected by this group were stored in the Vault of the town’s first Town Hall, the 1876 building we know today as the Visitor’s Center.  Years later a 2nd Coventry Historical Society was chartered and organized in 1962 with the strong support of town residents.  The stored Archives were first transferred to the Sprague House our first Headquarters and then to Strong Porter Museum.
    CHS has been participating this year in a program sponsored by Ct State Library & the Conservation Connection.  We are creating “Finding Aids”, which are outline descriptions of our collections to be uploaded to Connecticut Archives Online (COA).  We have completed the first 3, and the 4th will be the Rose Family Collection.  These papers and Account Books have opened up a window on the lives of this family and all the activity at the Old Center of Coventry.  
[image: ]
            The Rose Tavern as it looked in 1912. It served as a Tavern until about 1844.
    We will allow the spirit of Fanny Rose Bennett to lead us on two walks around this area on Oct 26th.  The first at 1:00 PM will be listed on this year’s TLGV Walktober Calendar.  The second walk will begin at 3PM and will be a Lantern Tour for members and their friends.  Fanny would have seen many changes during her lifetime.  She would have remembered services at the old Church on the Hill, and the day it burned to the ground.  Town meetings and elections were held in the basement of that church for many years, and festive days they were, rivaled by Training Days when the Militia gathered to drill on the green in front of the Rose Tavern.  Fanny’s father and grandfather served as officers, and would have issued orders for the men to meet at a certain day and time on the “Old Training Ground”.  The Tavern served the Town in many ways.  Generations of the Rose family served as Town Clerks, Tax Collectors, Probate Judges, and Justices of the Peace among other local offices.  You came to the Tavern to pay your taxes, settle estates, register deeds, births, marriages and deaths, sign up for the Militia, collect your mail, and perhaps your newspaper, make your purchases at the Rose Store and stop in the Tap Room for a meal or a drink while you shared local news and talk over the larger news stories of the day, then perhaps at last turn to retelling old stories.  Fanny would have undoubtedly heard many stories of this place and its people as she grew up, and we will share some we have heard thanks to Fanny and others who have helped to preserve Coventry History through their donations, and support.
 [image: ]
First Church or Meeting House built 1768-71 on High St.  (Photo by Charles G. Coombs) The congregation split in 1848.  The group that left built the Church in the Village.  The group that stayed with the old church was not able to maintain it.  The steeple came down in 1866, the church burned in 1897. 
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This photo of Strong Porter House was sent to us by Wendy Spagnuolo (Sam Hall was an Uncle) was taken by George Dudley Seymour.  He writes on the back,”Restored to substantially its original form in 1926-27 by Messrs. Hall & Seymour.” For more on Sam Hall see below.
Our Village & Mill Walk will take place on Oct. 7th starting from the Welles Agency parking lots at 1PM. Sponsored by The Last Green Valley.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you wondered about the two buildings above as you drive by?  We’ve learned some new and interesting facts!  Sam Hall, standing in the doorway of his Carpentry Shop to the left (C.G.Coombs photo Don Aitkin Collection) played a role in the small buildings above in the construction and restoration of many buildings in town.  He was born 1861 in England.  His father Erastus was a carpenter in Coventry 1870.  Learn more Oct. 7th.
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$amueL R. HALL,
CARPENTER AND BUILDER,

All Kinds of Carpenter Work Done at Roasonable
Prices and Short Notice.

Doors, Windows and Blinds Fumnished at Short Notie,

Shop and Residence,

SOUTH GOVENTRY, GONN.

1890 Vernon-Rockville Directory
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Samuel Hall/EA Tracy; Hartford Courant

Aug. 20, 1897- E.A. Tracy is about to erect a
three-story building of native stone on the lot
now occupied by Samuel Hall’s carpenter
shop. Mr. Hall will remove his shop to a lot on
Main St. recently bought of Henry Washburn.

Aug. 24, 1897- Samuel Hall has removed his
carpenter shop to Main Street opposite the
Bidwell House to make room for the three-
story stone storehouse to be built by EA.
Tracy.

Sept. 6, 1897- G.C. Stanley has the lumber
contract for Tracy’s three story store house
which is rapidly being pushed toward
completion. Michael Sullivan of Willimantic
has the contract for the stone work.
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Please Join us   on Sept.16 th   at  Strong Porter House on  South St  at 2:30 PM………   For our Annual Picnic and meeting,  this year featuring the story of  Col.  Cresap and the 140 Maryland  Militia who were the first to answer  George Washington’s call for expert  Riflemen at the Seige of Boston in  1775…as told by Champ Zumbrun,  retired Maryland  State Trooper,  Forester, mus ician and author of the  book pictured a bove.  Cresap and his men marched through Coventry and spent  the night at Amos Richardson’s farm and Tavern .   A late picnic lunch will be served at 2:30PM you are invited  to bring a side dish or dessert. The Picnic and Program are  free to members, a $5.00  donation is requested from non -   members.  Please call 860 - 742 - 7277, or 860 712 4278 to  let us know how many are coming.  The book will be available for  purchase, and can be signed by Mr. Zumbrun.  There will be a  s hort Business meeting afterwards. We will  approve a yearly  budget, elect officers and board members … Nominations from the  floor are encouraged … Join the team, Vice Pres,Treasurer and  Members at Large needed!  We hope to see you there!  
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Please remember to send in your membership renewal!!                    

Executive Board 201 7 - 8  

President  Jim Murphy  860 - 742 - 3054   irishbrit0471@att.net  

Vice President  Vacant   

Treasurer  Susan Way      860 - 712 -   4278  

Archivist  Susan Way  susanrway@gmail.com  

Secretary  Rachel Dawkins   

M embers at Large  Bill  Jobbagy   

 Donna Sliva   

 Liliana  Damasceno   

 JoAnn Aitken   

 Jim Wicks  Maintenance  

Coventry Historical Society   P. O. Box 534   Coventry, CT 06238  

Become a Member   If you are not   a member  of the Coventry Historical  Society, please consider  joining!   Single Membership $15.00   Family Membership $25.00   Send name, address and  contact information using  one of the methods listed  on the left of this page.   Telephone and   email  would be  appreciated.  

Executive Board Meetings are held on the second Thursday of  every month, 7:30 pm at the Strong - Porter house. All are  welcome.     

Coventry Historical Society   P. O. Box 534   Coventry, Connecticut 06238   E - Mail:   info@ctcoventryhistoricalsociety.org   CHS Website:  www.ctcoventryhistoricalsociety.org     Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/coventryhistory/    
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