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The First of Our Two 19th Century Hearses Arrives From Restoration!





























Save these Dates!








Sunday December 17, 2006 Christmas Activities. No party this year we want to try something different this year due to declining participation. To be announced.








April 2007 Spring Trip – Now being planned. Details to follow





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong Porter





Sunday July 22, 2007 Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes and Drums Annual Muster (tentative at Strong Porter)











Committees Now Forming!





Committees are now forming to organize and plan Farm Day 2007, Lantern Light Tour 2007 and the Christmas House Tour for 2007. If you would be willing to help with any aspect of these great events, please call Leigh Wajda at 742-6273.





Volunteers are also needed to help with programs, publicity and fundraising. Call us today!�
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Thanks to grants from the Center Cemetery Association and Kevin Reilly Funeral Home the North and South Coventry Hearses are being restored. The first arrived back last week. Much credit goes to Bob Visny for obtaining the funding and finding a restorationer.





COVENTRY'S HORSE-DRAWN HEARSES 


The vehicle in the pictures is one of Coventry's two horse-drawn hearses, which have come down to us from the pre-automobile age. Both were in relatively good condition, considering the passage of time, and are being restored.


The hearse which served the needs of the Southern part of the town was a feature in the Quarter-Millennial Celebration of 1962, when it was horse-drawn, and driven, we understand, by Sam LeDoyt, whose grandfather is said to be the last to have driven it in its original use. To Dr. Robert Bowen we owe our thanks for its safe storage. 


The hearse, which served the needs of the northern section of Coventry, was stored for many years by the late Arthur A. Vinton, later by William Glenney at his home on South Street, and more recently, by Coventry Historical Society. 


Both vehicles were loaned to distant towns in the years preceding the Quarter-Millennial Celebration, and both were returned to Coventry only after extensive efforts on the part of both the lenders and the borrowers. Both merit attention, restoration and continuing preservation, as memorial pieces from an earlier way of life. 


Footnote: The last to be carried to the cemetery in this vehicle was Emily Levanne French Dresser, wife of Ralph Dresser, in 1925. 


�
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The Coventry Manufacturing Company (1815-1839)


By Bill Jobbagy





            The Mill Brook, which flows from Lake Wangumbaug to the Willimantic River, was the primary source of water power for mills in Coventry Village. During the 1700’s, the brook supported a grist mill, two fulling mills (to shrink and tighten cloth) and at least two saw mills. Production was primarily for local consumption. With the coming of the industrial revolution in the early 1800’s, small factories were built that produced goods for a broader population. The first of these manufactories was a paper mill built in 1812 by Jeremiah Fitch and Solomon Gilbert at the site now occupied by Ackert’s Electric. Fitch was a Captain in the Revolutionary War and a prominent landholder. Gilbert was a merchant, having a shop on South Street, and an industrialist. The second factory was built in 1815 by John Boynton to make wool carding machines of his own patent. It was located in the building on Lake Street across from the flea market. The first incorporated firm was the Coventry Manufacturing Company, also known as the Coventry Cotton Manufacturing Company.


The Coventry Manufacturing Company’s (hereby referred 


to as CMC) various activities spanned a few decades, and it was relatively successful in its stated objective to produce cotton. The company owned, over time, a thriving grist mill, a small saw mill and a small cotton yarn manufactory and tenements, as well as a minority interest in the Mansfield Manufacturing Company on the Willimantic River for a time. The company’s directors engaged in many purchases and sales of property, some vacant land and some land with buildings, for no obvious purpose other than speculative investments.


	In August of 1814 Daniel Dimmick sold, for $2000, to Calvin and Royal Manning, Jeremiah Parrish and Eben Loomis (all of Coventry), and Benoni Bates of Kent County Rhode Island, under the firm of the Coventry Cotton Manufacturing Company, seven acres with a saw mill and five acres on the Mill Brook with a factory frame and the privilege to dig a tail race and raise the dam located there. The saw mill was located where the Clock & Whale Factory is today on Mason Street, and the factory being built will become the cotton mill and was located on the east side of today’s Woods Lane on the brook. Mr. Bates would relinquish his shares in the company for $2,500 a year later. In June of 1815, the Directors of the company leased the cotton factory to Mr. Bates and Ira Dimmick. The machines inside include two mules with 396 spindles. The lessees will make cotton yarn at 2-1/4 cents per skein and erect additional tenement houses. The yarn produced was roughly equivalent to a heavy tweed today. The CMC will provide the raw material and purchase the finished product. (A mule is one of the first mechanized versions of the hand driven spinning wheel. It duplicated the drawing and spinning motion and allowed many bobbins or spindles of yarn to be produced simultaneously.)


        The CMC was incorporated by an act of the State General Assembly in October of 1815 by Nathaniel Dunham of Mansfield, Solomon Gilbert of Coventry, and Daniel and Dudley Bucks under the firm of Daniel Bucks and Co. of Hartford. Mr. Dunham was a prominent businessman and landholder in Mansfield, also having an interest in the Mansfield Manufacturing Company. Messrs. Bucks owned a “merchant tailor and clothing store” in Hartford and possibly were looking to the CMC to produce cloth for their shop. The act of incorporation stated that the company’s objectives were to manufacture wool and cotton, that its land holdings were not to exceed 50 acres, and that it could issue capital stock at $1,000 per share, not to exceed 100 shares. It is believed that about 25 to 30 shares were issued at $500 per share, and that the share value of the company never exceeded $30,000.







































































Sprague House to be Sold





On October 12, 2006, the Executive Board of the Coventry Historical Society voted unanimously to sell Sprague House, one of three historic properties owned by the Society. The Finance Committee’s decision to recommend the sale of this property was made to the Board as the result of rising upkeep costs and limited use of the house because of its size. 





The Elias Sprague House, 2187 South Street, Coventry, built in 1821, is a four-room cape situated on four acres of land abutting the Nathan Hale State forest. The house is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and was acquired by the Society in 1963. 





Asking price for the property will be in the mid-$250,000 range. There are deed restrictions associated with the sale. Inquiries from potential buyers can be made by contacting Nick Caplanson at 742-5137.








From the left are John Mikolla (the restorationer), Ginney Dilk and Bob Visny





From the President’s Desk





Hello, my name is Melody Oldham and I am pleased to be your new President. I hope together we can make some positive changes for the society.  





I would like to thank all the members and volunteers that have worked so hard to preserve our history.  Some of you give all you can and without your help this society would not be where it is now.  





We have a full calendar of events planned for next year, a Lantern tour, a Christmas house tour and our 2nd annual Farm Day, to name a few. All of our events need volunteers, volunteers and more volunteers.  I ask all of you to please consider giving us some of your time.  If you are able to give even a few hours to help maintain our museums, plan our events and raise funds, it is much needed help!   





One last note with Thanksgiving upon us let’s remember all that we have and give thanks for our brave men and women who are fighting for our country and our freedom.





Thank you,





Melody
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Articles/Services needed





Thanks to the Center Cemetery we now have a donated Yardmaster riding lawnmower. Thank you again!





Shop Vac and or canister vacuum needed in working condition.





People to join in the fun at the Coventry Historical Society. No people no Society. Consider an active membership. Try it you’ll like it! We do cool stuff! Like Farm Day! 





�





               1940’s Chevrolet at Farm Day 2006
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          The Coventry Manufacturing Company also bought and sold several pieces of land and homes in South Coventry from 1824 to 1837. All of its remaining possessions were sold to John Boynton in 1839 and the company was dissolved around that time.





References:


Coventry and Mansfield land and probate records.


Federal Census of Industry, 1820


“The History of Tolland County”, J. R. Cole, 1888


An Article by Elijah Robertson "Mill Brook, Some History Concerning South Coventry's Manufacturing Interests", 1905
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            According to published reports, the lessees of the mill were relatively unsuccessful, and early in 1818 the CMC sold the cotton mill and the saw mill to Mr. Dunham and Elias Howe (also of Mansfield) for $5,000 (roughly equivalent to $80,000 today). As a reference, the average homestead at the time was valued at $700. Later that year, Mr. Howe relinquished his share back to the company. Capital was invested and the cotton mill continued to produce yarn and later cotton cloth on power looms. The 1820 Federal Census of Industry lists the CMC, Solomon Gilbert agent, consuming 30,000 pounds of cotton, producing yarn valued at $9,450, and employing three men, two women and eleven children that year. The machinery included two mules with 396 spindles and three throstles with 288 spindles, cards (for combing and aligning the cotton fibers), and a drawing frame. (A throstle is a machine for spinning wool, cotton, etc., from the rove, and is more sophisticated than a “mule”, so called because it makes a singing noise like the bird of the same name.) Total annual wages were $2,000. Total capital invested was $7,000. According the census, the demand for yarn is good and the proceeds to the owners is “modest”. The company also owned three “dwelling houses” which were presumably used as tenements. Unfortunately there are no further records of the company other than a few notes in historical accounts and abutting deed records that make reference to the cotton mill. 


Upon Mr. Dunham’s death in 1831, his probate records indicate his 1/4 share of the company was worth $6,800 indicating the share value of the entire company was a little over $27,000 (about $400,000 in today’s value. It is likely the mill was producing cotton for the next two decades. Its ownership, which was generally held by Dunham, Gilbert and the Bucks, was consolidated by John Boynton in 1839 and sold to his son Leander. The sale included the mill, a few tenements and the machines to produce cotton cloth. Leander later sold to Enoch Hovey who started a silk manufactory.


The previously mentioned saw mill, which was built in the very early 1800’s was owned and operated by the CMC through May of 1839 when it was acquired by John Boynton. Mr. Boynton owned the saw mill until the late 1850’s when it was sold to Walter Loomis who operated a general store on the site now occupied by the Coventry Country Store and in 1861, Mr. Loomis sold the site to James Morgan who erected a silk manufactory there that operated, under various owners (Bottum then Dady) until 1927 when it was acquired by the National Silk Company.


             Part of the original land acquisition near the cotton mill was an eight-acre tract adjacent to the mill where the town garage is located today. The CMC leased, then sold one-half of this tract for $1,000 to Hezekiah Edgerton and Frederick Strong in 1832, and they mutually agreed to build a shop to make textile machinery, 64 by 36 feet, three stories high, and the privilege to build four tenement houses. A fair amount of investment occurred here, as the site with a forge and machine shop was sold to John Boynton in 1835 for more than $4,000. This site was later to hold the huge Washington Mill that made cotton then woolen flannels though the mid and later 1800’s.


         In 1821-1824 the CMC also acquired a 9/11 interest in the grist mill which was started in 1716 and occupied the site on the Mill Brook in Coventry Village now held by the Teleflex Company. The grist mill was acquired from Messrs Gilbert, Buck and Carpenter and was previously held by the heirs of the Thomas, then Noah Porter family. The Porter family owned the mill from its early beginnings in the 1700’s. The grist mill produced corn flour or grit from 1716 to 1877 when it was converted to make bedquilts, then silk fish line, then silk sutures, and now makes polymer sutures using some machines that are 112 years old. The CMC relinquished its share of the grist mill to John Boynton in 1834.





(continued on page 3)





















































































































































































































































Coventry Historical Society


P. O. Box 534


Coventry, CT 06238








Mark Your Calendars!





Sunday December 17 2006 Christmas Activities. New format this year. To be determined





April 2007 Spring Trip – Now being planned. Details to follow





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong Porter





Sunday July 22, 2007 Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes and Drums Annual Muster (tentative at Strong Porter)


 





Executive Council Meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Please call for location.





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and 


Contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��www.coventrycthistorialsociety.org�
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Executive Board


 President 	Melody Oldham	742-9041


 Vice-President	Susan Way	742-5271


 Secretary	Patricia Natusch	742-7474


 Treasurer	Leigh Wajda	742-6273


 Archivist/Curator	Bill Wajda	742-6273


	





Members at Large


 Ginney Dilk	742-9656


 Roberlie Lachance	742-1012


 Jim Murphy	742-3054       


 Bob Visny	742-8354


 Bunny Wilmot	742-1419


 














Wanted:  Articles for Publication in THE SIGN POST.





Send or email your article to the Society.  Please include complete citations of information in your article, including the Name of the Book, Author, Place and Date of Publication. Without a citation, we cannot print your article. Must be received by a Council member by the 2nd Thursday of the month.                                                                           





Sign Post Editor Jim Murphy  � HYPERLINK "mailto:murf1776@charter.net" ��murf1776@charter.net�              
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� HYPERLINK "mailto:WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�























