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Executive Board


President          Jim Murphy


860-742-3054  � HYPERLINK "mailto:irishbrit0471@att.net" ��irishbrit0471@att.net�     


Past President   Pat Natusch   


860-742-7474


Treasurer          Gary Dilk	


860-742-9656


Secretary          Diana Gale     


860-742-2450 


                    


Members at Large





Ginney Dilk            860-742-9656


Yvonne Filip	     860-742-3005


Milton Natusch       860-742-7474


Mary Schweitzer     860-742-6295


Bob Visny	     860-742-8354


Susan Way	     860-742-5271








Executive Board Meetings are held on


the second Thursday of every month, 7:00 pm at the Strong-Porter house. All are welcome. 








Coventry Historical Society





P. O. Box 534


Coventry, Connecticut 06238





Phone:


860.742.9025





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:%7Cinfo@CTCoventryhistoricalsociety.org" �info@ctcoventryhistoricalsociety.org�





The Coventry Historical Society Web Site is located at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ctcoventryhistoricalsociety.org" ��www.ctcoventryhistoricalsociety.org� 





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.
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P. O. Box 534


Coventry, CT 06238











Blacksmiths in Coventry





We obtained this information on via Bill Jaboggy:





Capt. Joseph Rose (1774-1838) was a blacksmith and he lived on the corner of Grant Hill Road and Stage Road. His house was previous to the one that is there now.





John French (1821-1884) had a blacksmith shop west of the Pomeroy Tavern on the Boston Turnpike. It is shown on the 1857 and 1868 maps. He lived in the house west of his shop. His brother, Daniel French, was also a blacksmith.  This shop was still operating in 1916 by Carlton Fiske.





An Alexander Abbot had a blacksmith shop behind the brick school house on Merrow Rd., but I don’t know the dates.





The town census in the late 1800’s list more than a dozen men who were blacksmiths, but their location is unknown. Some of them were likely working in the mills in South Coventry. 





Albert Potter who lived on the east side of School Street near Main St. built a blacksmith shop in 1894 and was still listed as a blacksmith in the 1919 town directory.





 Ernest Woodworth apprenticed with Albert Potter and opened his own blacksmith shop in 1898 in the “Boynton” Mill building on Lake Street (across from the flea market). He stopped smithing in 1920 due to lack of demand and opened a cider and vinegar factory which he operated for many years.





Solomon Parker, blacksmith, 1755 - 1799. Solomon’s estate inventory included a house, barn and blacksmiths shop on 32 acres of land valued at $800. He is listed on the 1790 census west of the Hale house (possibly near South & Seagraves).  








Sherman Jones Parker 1807-1877 Coventry, apprenticed as a blacksmith under Capt. William Wilson in Manchester age 18, moved to Canada for a few years, returned to work at Willington glass factory, then opened blacksmith shop in Coventry and in 1845 moved it next to the Bidwell Hotel. He continued a blacksmith until his death in Mar 1877. 





Hartford Courant, March 26, 1918 p14, Henry F. Parker, 82 years old, one of Coventry’s oldest and most prominent citizens, died yesterday afternoon after an illness of three months. He was born in Willington and when six months old he came with his father, Sherman, to South Coventry. He was a blacksmith by occupation, and for fifty years conducted a shop in Coventry (west of the Bidwell Hotel). He retired from the business eighteen years ago and operated a small farm since. At various times he held town offices. For a number or years he was tax collector and for a time was deputy sheriff of Tolland County. At the time of his death he was a grand juror.
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The Grist Mill Project


By Brian Wicks Eagle Scout 2011





For my Eagle Project I built the shed attached to the blacksmith shop to house a grist mill. It is built to look historically accurate. I used pine lumber from Massachusetts from almost the entire building, and antique hinges and other door hardware. Other than the red paint for the final coat and the cement slab, all the materials were funded by me as part of my project.  The project cost me a little over $1000 however I took advantage good deals on materials, donations and volunteers. The final count on hours is 711 hours over the course of a few months.
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MAY 


	**Doll Show –Coventry High School – May 7th


		(Pat Natusch -860-742-7474)


	**Brick School House Opens - May 15th


	   Memorial Day Parade – May 30th     


JUNE


	**Plant and Tag Sale June 4 & 5


		(Bob Visny – 860-742-8354)


	**Strong Porter Museum Opening – TBA (delayed due to winter


             water damage repairs).


		


	**Sundae on a Sunday – Brick School House – June 19th


		(Ginney Dilk – 860-742-9656)


JULY


	Society Members Summer Picnic-  Strong-Porter – July 16th


		(Pat Natusch – 860-742-7474)	


AUGUST


	**Back In Time – 60’s&70’s Car/Bike Cruise Event – Strong Porter


                      August 13th   (Jim Murphy – 860-742-3054)


SEPTEMBER


	Annual Meeting Picnic – Strong Porter Museum – September 19th


		(Ginney Dilk – 860-742-9656)


OCTOBER


	Halloween Party – Brick School House – Sunday, Oct. 2nd


		(Ginney Dilk – 860-742-9656)


	**Walktober – Hickory Ridge Farm –  October 8th 


		(Bob Visny – 860-742-8354)


	**A Hauntingly Enchanted Evening – October 14& 15 and 21, 22


		(Ginney Dilk – 860-742-9656)


DECEMBER


	**Christmas House Tour – December 3rd


		(Pat Natusch – 860-742-7474)		


	Society Christmas Party – Sunday, December 11th

















