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Interesting!
Here are two photos of the Hop River railroad station, one from 1930’s and one taken recently. What is amazing is that it's still there after all these years. The 1930’s photo shows three sets of tracks running in front of the station, but the station is not even facing the old New Haven RR tracks it faces Hop River Road! Someone moved the station at some point.



















Save these Dates!





Spring, 2007 Stew and Story Night Details to follow.





April, 2007  Second Annual Society Trip - We will be traveling to Lowell, MA to visit the American Textile History Museum. Further details to follow.





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong Porter





Sunday July 22, 2007 Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes and Drums Annual Muster (tentative at Strong Porter)
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                Happy New Year!





Wished to you from the 





Coventry Historical Society





And the 





Sign Post





Please send us your articles! (See back page)
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             A Successful Event





More than thirty people packed the Wajda’s house on December 17th for the Society’s Holiday Open House.





Thanks to everyone who came and brought all the delicious food.  It was a wonderful time and more food than any of us could or should have eaten!!  We’re already looking forward to the next Society event in the spring. See you all then. Meanwhile, stay safe and warm this winter.
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Welcome new members!�


We have four new members!�


Raymond and Theresa Kalber�


Joseph and Dorothy Eaton





Welcome!





    














A Gasoline Powered Trolley Car is Built in Coventry


 By Bill Jobbagy





	In the fall of 1918, a firm from Morris County New Jersey, called the American Auto Top Company, purchased the old Armstrong Wagon Works on Armstrong Road just below the Kenyon Mill site. The company’s former business was making collapsible auto tops, but now engaged in producing an experimental trolley car powered by a gasoline engine. Virtually all trolleys in service at the time were powered by electric motors which required a considerable investment in overhead wires and poles. The Willimantic-to-South Coventry trolley, which traveled along today’s routes 32 and 31 to Coventry Lake from 1909 to 1926, was electrically powered. Mr. John M. Johnson, superintendent of the shop, believed the gas-powered trolley would eliminate 65 percent of the cost of building and operating a trolley line by eliminating the need for electrical service. Mr. Johnson’s experience was with car building and electrical work on subway lines in New York.





	The wagon works was owned by the Armstrong family, Henry and then his son William, from 1887 to 1918. Another son, Edward, ventured west and started the Armstrong Manufacturing Company in Oregon making band saw tools. The company is still a well-respected maker of saw blade equipment today. The American Auto Top Company came to Coventry because much of the material for making the car was in the old wagon works or in the immediate vicinity.





	The “experimental” trolley car was only the second of its kind built in the country. It was constructed in Coventry, of wood and steel, over the spring and summer of 1919. The car was thirty-one feet long, about ten feet high and eight feet wide. It seated thirty-six persons with a passenger entry door on the right side about one-quarter way from the front. The motor was a Westinghouse of 45 horsepower, and the gasoline supply tank held thirty gallons. The car was capable of making 35 miles per hour and weighs seven and one-half tons. Electric push buttons are installed in panels beside each seat for passengers to notify the motorman as to their desire to alight. No further cars will be built in Coventry.





	Following its completion in early September of 1919, temporary tracks were installed up the hill on Armstrong Road to the existing trolley line on Main Street. The car was hauled up the hill by a steam road roller. Some difficulties in placing the car on the main tracks caused the 3 o’clock run of the regular trolley to be cancelled. The new car ran only a short distance before experiencing difficulties with its clutch mechanism and had to be towed to the trolley barn on west Main Street in Willimantic for repairs. Following repairs, the car was run to Norwich and then on the Shore Line Company tracks to Old Saybrook for ten days of testing between that town and Guilford, a distance of seventeen miles. The car was then run to Morristown, New Jersey where it served on the Morristown and Erie feed line in that state.





References:


The Willimantic Chronicle, Sep. 3, 1919, “New Style Trolley Appears in this City”.


The Hartford Courant, Sep. 4, 1919, “Gas-Propelled Railway Car has Bad Luck in Debut.”


Town of Coventry Land Records, 1918-1919
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VETERANS MEMORIAL, Coventry, is located at the front of Nathan Hale Cemetery, east of the massive tall granite Nathan Hale Monument. The memorial is dedicated to all Coventry men who served in the Civil War. 


The monument consists of a plain granite pedestal and the cannon it supports, which is a 30-pounder Parrot rifle, facing southeast. The top left front corner of the pedestal is fractured; a piece was broken off at some point in the past and fixed back in position with mortar. 


The cannon is rusted, its surface pitted. Rust stains badly discolor the pedestal. 


A triangular stone base of a former structure or object is in the ground several feet east of the memorial. Some 12 pipes extending upward from the three sides of the triangle formerly supported Parrot shells, in the shape of large long bullets, which were ammunition for the piece.


This Monument to Coventry’s Civil War Veterans obviously is in need of some TLC. 
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Mark Your Calendars!


.


April, 2007 Second Annual Society Trip - We will be traveling to Lowell, MA to visit the American Textile History Museum. Further details to follow.





Saturday July 14. 2007 Farm Day at Strong Porter





Sunday July 22, 2007 Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes and Drums Annual Muster (tentative at Strong Porter)


 





Executive Board Meetings: Second Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Please call for location.





Become a Member





If you aren’t already a member of the Coventry Historical Society, please consider joining now!





 Single Membership $10.00





 Family Membership $15.00





Send us your name, address and 


Contact information using one of the methods listed on the left of this page.





Telephone number and email address would be appreciated.








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��www.coventrycthistorialsociety.org�
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Executive Board


 President 	Melody Oldham	742-9041


 Vice-President	Susan Way	742-5271


 Secretary	Patricia Natusch	742-7474


 Treasurer	Leigh Wajda	742-6273


 Archivist/Curator	Bill Wajda	742-6273


	





Members at Large


 Ginney Dilk	742-9656


 Roberlie Lachance	742-1012


 Jim Murphy	742-3054       


 Bob Visny	742-8354


 Bunny Wilmot	742-1419


 














Wanted:  Articles for Publication in THE SIGN POST.





Send or email your article to the Society.  Please include complete citations of information in your article, including the Name of the book, author, place and date of publication. Without a citation, we cannot print your article. Must be received by a Board member by the 2nd Thursday of the month. Articles in Word or PDF form send to:                                                                           


Sign Post Editor Jim Murphy � HYPERLINK "mailto:murf1776@charter.net" ��murf1776@charter.net�              
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860.742.9025





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org" ��WriteToUs@coventrycthistoricalsociety.org�




















